edifice of the imperial Greek. Heraclius re-
stored the cross; the Saracens appeared and
laid it low. The crusading armies of Europe
exhausted their best blood and treasure to rescue
it from the hands of infidels, if but for a mo-
ment, until it fell again before the conquering
crescent of Mohammed j and at the present
instant, the avarice and indolence of the Turks
suffer the tomb of the Messiah to .remain un-
molested, in consideration only of the gold and
silver which it yields up yearly to their coffers.
The descriptions which have been so often
given of this monument, leave nothing to be
added to their details. Chateaubriand has in-
dustriously collected all that can tend to illus-
trate either its history or its present state; and,
as far as I could judge, his remarks, both on
the tomb and the church, have the merit of
general accuracy.
Our stay in the sepulchre itself was very short.
The crowds pressing at the door; the smallness
of the aperture of entrance j the confined space
within, hung round with crimson dahiask, and
ornamented with silver lamps and painting ; the
hurry and bustle occasioned by the worshippers
searching for their shoes', left at the door, as
eveiy one went in barefoot; the struggles to be
the first to get near enough to kiss the marble j
and sometimes the forcibly pulling off* the tur-